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Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Date 12 September 2017 
Report title Governance Arrangements
Accountable Chief 
Executive

Jan Britton

Email: Jan_Britton@sandwell.gov.uk
Tel 

Accountable 
Employee

Sarah Sprung
Email: sarah_sprung@sandwell.gov.uk
Tel: 07824694220

Recommendation(s) for action or decision:

The Scrutiny Committee is recommended to: 

1. Endorse the Chair’s recommendations for appointment of two Vice Chairs:
i) Councillor Ian Shires;
ii) Councillor Claire Spencer.

2. Endorse proposals for lead members for each of the Task and Finish Groups:-
i) Mental Health Commission – Councillor Peter Hughes;
ii) Skills and Productivity Commission – Councillor Claire Spencer;
iii) Budget – Councillor Stephen Simkins.

3. Determine the Lead member for the Land Commission Task and Finish Group, as detailed 
in paragraph 2.8 of this report;

4. Endorse membership of the Task and Finish Groups, as detailed in Appendix A.
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1.0 Purpose

1.1 At its first meeting on 4 July 2017, the Committee was not quorate and so was unable to 
confirm appointments to various positions.

1.2 As a result, the Committee is now asked to endorse appoints to key positions and to confirm 
membership of its four task and finish groups.

2.0 Background

2.1 The Combined Authorities Overview and Scrutiny Committees (Access to Information and 
Audit Committees) Order 2017, Part 2,3 (3),requires that “At least two-thirds of the total 
number of members of the overview and scrutiny committee must be present at a meeting of 
the overview and scrutiny committee before business may be transacted.”

2.2 As this Committee has a total membership of 19, 13 members are required to be present in 
order for any business to be transacted.

2.3 At the meeting held on 4 July a total of 12 members were present, which meant that no 
decisions in relation to the governance arrangements were able to be taken.

2.4 With this in mind proposals that were put to the Committee on 4 July are now put forward for 
endorsement.

2.5 The Chair, Councillor Peter Hughes, was appointed by the Combined Authority Board at its 
meeting on 23 June 2017. The Chair considers that, due to the breath of work being 
undertaken by the WMCA it is appropriate to appoint two Vice Chairs to lead on certain 
elements of business. He proposes that Councillor Ian Shires (Walsall) and Councillor Claire 
Spencer (Birmingham) be appointed to these rolls. 

2.6 The Scrutiny Committee has established four task and finish groups to undertake specific 
work these are: -
i) Mental Health Commission Task and Finish Group;
ii) Land Commission Task and Finish Group;
iii) Skills and Productivity Commission Task and Finish Group;
iv) Budget Task and Finish Group.

2.7 At the meeting on 4 July members were asked for nominations to lead these task and finish 
groups, the following nominations were received: -
i) Mental Health Commission – Councillor Peter Hughes;
ii) Land Commission – Councillor Ian Shires and Councillor Diana Holl-Allen;
iii) Skills and Productivity Commission – Councillor Claire Spencer;
iv) Budget – Councillor Stephen Simkins.
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2.8 As two nominations for the Lead Member for the Land Commission Task and Finish Group 
were received at the meeting on 4 July 2017, Councillor Ian Shires and Councillor Diana Holl-
Allen, the Committee is asked to determine the Lead Member for this Group.

2.9 Members were also asked which Task and Finish Group(s) they would like to sit on. Members 
of the Committee were also subsequently emailed to establish preferences of those members 
not necessarily present at the meeting on 4 July. Substitute members will be expected to 
substitute for their substantive member at any meetings of the Task and Finish Group.

2.10 Appendix A details the proposed membership of the Task and Finish Groups. Where 
nominations have been received, every effort has been made to allocate members their first 
preference. Where no preferences have been indicated, members have been allocated a 
Task and Finish Group. 

3.0 Wider WMCA Implications

3.1 An effective scrutiny function aids transparency in decision making and offers a vehicle for 
the Mayor and CA Board to be held to account. Scrutiny also adds value to the CA in 
developing policy.

8.0 Schedule of background papers

8.1 Report considered on Scrutiny Arrangements by WMCA Board – 7 April 2017.

9.0 Appendices 

Appendix A – Task and Finish Group Membership. 


